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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. A computer- implemented method, comprising: 
^oviding at least two selected directories for storing 
files; and 

automatically balancing files among each of the selected 
directories . 
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2. The comWter-implemented method of claim 1 further 
comprising, receivii^g information corresponding to a new file 
to store. 

3. The computer-iirblemented method of claim 1, wherein 
providing at least two selected directories for storing files 
includes automatically creating at least one directory. 

4. The computer- implemenred method of claim 1, wherein 
automatically balancing files among each of the selected 
directories includes determining whr^h of the directories has 
a least number of files therein. 

5. The computer-implemented method \)f claim 1, wherein 
automatically balancing files among each of N:he selected 
directories includes determining when a selecued directory has 
a number of files stored therein that exceeds aXlimit. 
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\ 6. The computer- implemented method of claim 5, further 
comprdsing, receiving information corresponding to a new file 
to storte, determining that each selected directory has a 
number ofXfiles therein that exceeds a limit, and 
automaticalJw creating at least one new selected directory. 

7. The computer- implemented method of claim 1 further 
comprising, for each file, tracking which selected directory 
that file is stored\in, 

8. The computer- implemented method of claim 1 further 
comprising, maintaining a\count of a number of files stored in 
each selected directory, 



9, The computer- implemented method of claim 1 wherein 
at least one of the selected dir^ectories caches content 
downloaded from a server. 

10. The computer-implemented met^hod of claim 1 wherein 
at least one of the selected directories; is randomly named. 
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11. The computer- implemented method of claim 1 wherein 
each otf the selected directories is randomly named, and 
wherein\each of the selected directories caches content 
downloaded, from a server. 

12. The computer-implemented method of claim 11 further 
comprising, mainuaining a table including server content 
references and filenames converted therefrom. 
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10 13. The computerXimplemented method of claim 1, wherein 

automatically balancing ^iles among each of the selected 
directories includes determining a selected directory having a 
lowest file count, and moving files from another selected 
directory to the selected dire^ctory having the lowest file 
count . 

14. The computer- implemented Viethod of claim 1, further 
comprising, maintaining an index inclN^ing a directory name 
for each selected directory, and for each directory name, 
20 maintaining a file count of a number of ^iles stored therein. 
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\ 15. The computer- implemented method of claim 1, further 
comprising, comparing the number of files in a selected 
directory having the least number of files therein against a 
predetermined threshold value, and based on the comparison, 
generating at least one additional selected directory. 

16. The cotaputer-implemented method of claim 1, further 
comprising, maintaining an indexed directory table including 
data corresponding uo the selected directories therein, and 
maintaining a table including file information and 
corresponding file direVtory information for each file in one 
of the selected directori^ss . 

17. The computer-implerrbnted method of claim 1, wherein 
automatically balancing files among each of the selected 
directories includes moving at l^ast one file from one 
selected directory to another directory following deletion of 
at least one other file. \ 

18. The computer- implemented method of claim 1, further 
comprising maintaining a file count of aXnumber of files 
stored in each selected directory, and wheVein automatically 
balancing files among each of the selected airectories 
includes moving at least one file out of a selected directory 




whe'n the file count maintained therefor is below a threshold 
valueN 



19. Vrhe computer-implemented method of claim 18, further 
comprising rsemoving a selected directory based on the file 
count maintained therefor, 

20. In a comp\ting device having a file system, a 
system, comprising : 

a balancing mechaniW configured to automatically create 
a selected directory in thX file system for storing files, and 
further configured to distribute files from at least one other 
directory in the file system to^ the selected directory; and 

a data structure, the data structure maintained by the 
balancing mechanism to track inf orift^tion on the files in the 
selected directory. 

21. The system of claim 20 wherein N:he at least one 
other directory comprises a directory created by the balancing 
mechanism. 



22. The system of claim 20 wherein the balancing 
mechanism receives information corresponding to a r^ew file to 
store . 



\23. The system of claim 20, wherein the balancing 
mechanVsm distributes the files based on a number of files in 
the at Jjeast one other directory. 

24. Th^ system of claim 20, wherein the balancing 
mechanism creatses an additional directory for distributing 
files thereto. \ 

25. The system\s)f claim 24, wherein the balancing 
mechanism receives info\mation corresponding to a files to 
store, and distributes th\se files based on a file count of 
the selected directory and \he additional directory. 

26. The system of claim Z4 further comprising, a table 
having information therein indica\ing which directory each 
file is stored in. \ 

27. The system of claim 24, where\n the balancing 
mechanism is configured to create the add\tional directory 
upon a determination that the selected dire\;tory has a number 
of files stored therein that exceeds a limit. \ 



\28. The system of claim 20 wherein the data structure 
includes a count of a number of files stored in each selected 
directory^ 

29. TheV system of claim 20 wherein the selected 
directory cachets content downloaded from a server, 

30. The system, of claim 20 wherein the selected 
directory is randomlyViamed. 

31. The system of c\aim 20 wherein the selected 
directory is randomly namecrv and wherein the selected 
directory caches content downloaded from a server. 

32. The system of claim 2o\wherein the data structure 
includes a directory name for the ^elected directory and a 
file count of a number of files stored in the selected 
directory, \ 

33. The system of claim 20 wherein fehe balancing 
mechanism is further configured to move at Js^ast one file from 
one selected directory to another selected directory in 
response to deletion of at least one other file\ 



\34. The system of claim 20 wherein the data structure 
tracksNa file count of a number of files stored in each 
selectedNiirectory, and wherein the balancing mechanism is 
further consfigured to move at least one file out of a selected 
directory when the file count maintained therefor is below a 
threshold values. 

35. The systeni of claim 34, wherein the balancing 
mechanism removes a selected directory based on the file count 
maintained therefor. \ 

36. A computer-readabie medium having stored thereon a 
data structure, comprising: \ 

a first field identif yingNone of a plurality of 
directories; and \ 

a second data field includingXdata corresponding to a 
number of files stored in the direct^ory identified in the 
first data field, the second data fieM updated as files are 
moved among the plurality of directories. 



